
English Language Arts 4.1 

Course Code Grade Level 

  

High School 

Credit Value 

NCAA 

Approval 

LA141O 4th N/A N/A 

Course Description 

Fourth grade students learn through rigorous and interesting textual analysis of literature, 

drama, speeches, informational text, poetry and other text to develop an understanding of other 

perspectives and cultures. The lessons at this level have been written and organized to meet 

and exceed state requirements and the Common Core Standards. Lessons are delivered in a 

variety of ways to meet individual learning styles. 

Prerequisites Course Length Course Time 

None 21 Weeks 60 minutes/day or 5 hours per 

week 

Required Materials: Texts, readings, other materials 

Working computer and Internet access 

Headset with microphone for online class sessions 

Suggested Materials: 

• 3-ring binder with subject dividers or separate pocket folders. 

Washington State Testing Requirements 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 

  

Instructor Information 

Within Course: course email 

Email: jharding@fwps.org 

Phone: Please email to request a phone call and the teacher will call you. 

Virtual Sessions: Monday mornings or by pre-arranged time. Times are listed in the Everyday 

Resources folder. 

Expected Learning Outcomes: 

The student will . . . 

• Read skillfully with meaning and purpose using appropriate comprehension and 

vocabulary strategies. 

• Read, discuss, reflect, and respond, using evidence from text, to a wide variety of literary 

genres and informational text. 

• Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 



• Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

• Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

• Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry. 

• Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

• Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 

text.  

Course Outline with Suggested Time Requirement 

Unit 1 Mystery  3 weeks 

Standards 

4.RL.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

4.RI.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 

details; summarize the text. 

4.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 

of strategies. 

4.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building 

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

Unit 2 Survival  2 weeks 

Standards 

4.RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. 

4.RL.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, 

myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

4.W.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information. 

4.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

Unit 3 Natural Disasters  3 weeks 

Standards 
4.RL.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 

narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 



4.RI.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event 

or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

4.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

4.W.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a 

list of sources. 

4.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 

of strategies. 

Unit 4 Animals & Nature  2 weeks 

Standards 

4.RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. 

4.RI.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

4.W.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information. 

4.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or 

states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular 

topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 

preservation). 

4.SL.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an 

organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 

support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

4.SL.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 

ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 

discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 

Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

Unit 5 New Places, New Faces  2 weeks 

Standards 

4.RL.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

4.RI.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web 



pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text 

in which it appears. 

4.W.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 

4.) 

4.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

4.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building 

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

Unit 6 Pioneers  3 weeks 

Standards 

4.RL.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 

narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

4.RI.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event 

or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

4.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

4.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or 

states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular 

topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 

preservation). 

Unit 7 Friendship  3 weeks 

Standards 

 4.RL.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, 

myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

4.RI.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

4.W.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 

4.) 

4.W.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 



others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of 

one page in a single sitting. 

4.SL.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an 

organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 

support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

  

Assessment methods 

There are two lesson parts to this course: 

1. Lessons in the Odyssey program (The Learning Odyssey) 

2. Assignments in iA found in the modules section 

One or two iA assignments will be completed each week. In Odyssey, students should complete 

between 1-3 learning activities or lessons every day. This will result in at least 1-3 quizzes being 

done per week which will keep the student on track for completion of this course. 

Assignments can be revised to earn a better score. Number of revisions per assignment is stated 

within the course. 

Criteria for grade determination 

Priority Standard scores are calculated using highest score at the assignment/assessment level to 
calculate a recommendation to the teacher who will then determine the priority standard grade. 

Summative Grade Priority Standard Grades 

EX (Excelling) The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 3.50 and 4.00 

ME (Meeting The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 3.00 and 3.49 

AP(Approaching) The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 2.30 and 2.99 

BE (Beginning) The average of all the priority standards assessed is 2.29 and below 

 

Policies 

Academic Integrity - Academic integrity is essential to learning. Students are expected to 

complete their own work. Copying, plagiarizing, cheating or other methods of intentional 

deception are prohibited. 

WAC – Weekly Academic Contact - State regulations require students in online programs to 

have weekly academic contact with each teacher. This occurs as students become actively 



engaged with the curriculum and online instruction, submitting assignments to make progress in 

learning and successfully complete courses. Students have multiple opportunities and methods to 

achieve weekly academic contact and receive teacher assistance and feedback: email, instant 

chat, live online sessions, assignments, phone, and face-to-face meetings by appointment. 

MAP – Monthly Academic Progress - Monthly Academy Progress (MAP): Students earn an 

academic progress mark each month: On Pace (OP) or Behind Pace (BP) based on their 

progress with their learning plan contract (LPC). The student will receive OP if the student has 

completed all assignments required by their Learning Plan Contract by the MAP date. Students 

can use their Learning Plan Contract or pacing guide in Genius to determine the necessary 

assignments for each month's MAP. The student will receive BP for the month if the student has 

not completed all assignments required by the Learning Plan Contract. If a student is Behind 

Pace, he/she will receive an intervention plan. The intervention plan is designed to get students 

On Pace and will be emailed to the student and parent. 

E-mail and Software Agreement - Students agree to maintain electronic integrity and face 

disciplinary measures if they do not abide by their promise. 

Professional Decisions - Teachers reserve the right to make adjustments to the course content 

and expectations. 

Student Expectations 

Complete all courses tests, including state required tests for graduation. 

Attend weekly online sessions. 

Attend class daily. Course attendance is submitting assignments, attending live instructional 

sessions, attending office hours with the teacher, being online working on assignments, emailing, 

texting or calling teacher with questions 

Have the computer hardware and software necessary for the class work. 

Communicate with the instructor in a clear, friendly, courteous manner. This includes 

signing communications with their full name and the name of the class they are in. 

Communicate in Standard English. "e-english," the informal, lower-case, run-together 

communications used in chat rooms, is appropriate for the audiences and purposes of some e-

mail. It is not appropriate for communicating with an instructor in class. 

Turn in original work. Internet Academy teachers monitor for intentional deception through the 

use of an on-line subscription service and IA email archives. The consequences for intentional 

deception (copying, plagiarism, cheating, using someone else's work) may result in: no credit for 

the assignment, parent contact, and/or failing the course. 

Do their very best work at all times. 



Proceed at a steady pace toward finishing the class. 


