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English Language Arts 9.1 

Course Code Grade Level High School 
Credit Value 

NCAA 
Approval 

LA336O Grade 9 .5 Yes 

Course Description 

This first half (semester) of English 9 course uses content from an APEX online 
textbook, and interaction with the iA teacher through writing in the iA Campus.  
The content is an overview of exemplar selections of literature in fiction genres. 
Students read short stories analyzing the use of elements of literature in 
developing character, plot, and theme. (Additional content may be included for 
poetry, a Shakespeare play and a full-length novel.) For example, in selected 
stories, students compare the effect of setting on tone and character 
development.  

Each unit includes informational texts inviting students to consider the 
historical, social, and literary context of the main texts they study. For example, 
a Nikolai Gogol story that is offered as an exemplar of magical realism is 
accompanied by instruction on that genre. Together, the lesson content and 
reading prompt students to demonstrate their understanding of magical realism 
by analyzing its qualities in a literary text. 

Throughout the course, students respond to others' claims and support their 
own claims in essays, discussions, and presentations, consistently using 
thorough textual evidence. The range of texts includes canonical authors such 
as William Shakespeare, Franz Kafka, and Elie Wiesel, as well as writers from 
diverse backgrounds, such as Alice Walker, Li-Young Lee, and Robert Lake-
Thom (Medicine Grizzlybear). 

This course is aligned with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 

Prerequisites Course Length Course Time 

Successful completion of 
grade 8 ELA. 

17-18 Weeks At least 60 minutes/day or  
5 hours per week 

Required Materials: Texts, readings, other materials 

This course uses the Apex online course textbook.  All reading materials are included online. 
Students need to be able to access our online meetings, to hear via speakers or headphones, 
to speak, and to download documents to our meetings.    

Washington State Testing Requirements 
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Instructor Information:  Wendy Nevin 

Within Course: Contact within the course itself through the iA campus email platform. 

Email:  wnevin@fwps.org 

Phone:  253-945-2230 

Virtual Sessions:  See course for schedule. 

 

Expected Learning Outcomes: 

The student will develop reading and writing skills to understand and analyze the elements of 

literature, including character development, plot, and theme.  

Course Outline with Suggested Time Requirement 

Module 1:   

The Short Story Part 1 

9 weeks 
 

Common Core 

Priority 

Standards, as 

correlated by 

APEX online 

textbook 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2:   Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3:  Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 

with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 

(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning 

and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 

the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; 

assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 

phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Content 

1.1: The Shape of the Story 

 Reading Strategies – Using Text Features and Visual Cues 

 Study and Quiz: Understand the Shape of a Story 

 Read and Quiz: “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs 

 Study and Quiz:  Analyze the Shape of a Story 

 Write Explanatory Essay 

1.2 Setting, Character, and Dialogue 

 Read: An Essay on Character Development 

 Study and Quiz:  Understand Setting, Character, and Dialogue 

 Read and Quiz: “The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck 

 Study and Quiz: Analyze Setting, Character, and Dialogue 

 Write: Academic Writing 

1.3 Point of View, Tone, and Theme 

 Read: An Essay on Theme 

 Study and Quiz:  Understand Theme and Point of View 

 Read and Quiz: “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins 

Gilman 

 Study and Quiz:  Analyze Theme and Point of View 

 Write:  A Summary 
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Module 2 

The Short Story Part 2 

9 weeks 

Common Core 

Priority 

Standards, as 

correlated by 

APEX online 

textbook 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2:   Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3:  Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 

with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 

(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 

drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning 

and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a 

text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 

claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 

the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

 



   
Internet Academy Syllabi 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; 

assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 

phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Content 

2.1: Character and Symbol 

 Reading Strategies – Activating Prior Knowledge 

 Read:  An Essay on Symbols and Artifacts 

 Study and Quiz: Understand Characters through Symbols 

 Read and Quiz: “Everyday Uses” by Alice Walker 

 Study and Quiz:  Analyze Characters Through Symbols 

 Write:  A Speech 

2.2 Magical Realism 

 Study and Quiz:  Understand Magical Realism 

 Read and Quiz: “The Nose” by Nikolai Gogol 

 Study and Quiz: Analyze Magical Realism 

 Write: A Compare / Contrast Essay 

2.3 Gothic Literature 

 Read: An Essay on the Origins of Gothic Literature 

 Study and Quiz:  Understand Elements in Gothic Literature 

 Read and Quiz: “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe 

 Study and Quiz:  Analyze Gothic Literature 

 Write:  An Essay Revision 

 

  

Assessment methods and Grading Criteria 

Internet Academy is moving to a standards-based grading approach. Students’ progress 

towards standard will be measured in class through formative and summative assessments.  
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 Formative assessments inform the student and teacher about progress during the 

learning process. Formative assessments will be graded using numeric and/or 

complete/incomplete grading scales.   

o Formative assessments (quizzes) for this course are completed in the APEX 

online textbook, with the goal of earning 70% or higher on these content 

quizzes.  Reset of quizzes is allowed so that learning occurs and the student 

acquires content knowledge necessary to complete the summative writing 

assessments.    

 Summative assessments inform students and teachers of academic achievement and 

mastery of standards at the end of the learning process. Summative assessments will be 

graded using a numeric and rubric score; rubric scores can be accessed by toggling to 

the Learning Mastery Gradebook found on students’ GRADE tab/section of their class 

page. 

o Writing assessments are summative, and submitted in the iA Campus.  A 

summative assessment is included for each lesson in Apex.  Teacher feedback is 

given on the summative assessments, and students are expected to revise their 

writing based on feedback to earn 70% or higher on each. 

Internet Academy utilizes Federal Way Priority Standard’s. Content standard can be found on 

the FWPS website at https://www.fwps.org/Page/2049 

Revision Policy:   

Formative quiz assessments – Students may request a reset of any quiz in order to earn 70% or 

better.  Once 70% is earned, students are expected to move on to the next learning lesson or 

quiz.   

Summative writing assessments – The student’s goal is 70% or higher.  If passing is not met with 

the first attempt, the teacher will outline steps to take in review, and revision of the writing in 

order to meet passing levels. 

Academic Integrity / Plagiarism: Students are asked to verify their academic integrity with 

each writing assignment: “This assignment was written in my own words, with my own ideas 

and citations used where I quoted another writer or used their idea.”  A student who plagiarizes 

in writing assignments will receive a 1 in the gradebook and be asked to revise the assignment 

in their own words.  A second submission including plagiarism may result in additional 

intervention, such as parental and principal contact, resulting in an alternate assignment or 

zero score. 

High School credit bearing grading scale: 
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Priority Standard scores are calculated using highest score at the assignment/assessment 
level to calculate a recommendation to the teacher who will then determine the priority 
standard grade. 

Summative 
Grade 

Priority Standard Grades 

A 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 
3.50 and 4.00 

B 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 
3.00 and 3.49 

C 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 
2.30 and 2.99 

F 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is 2.29 and 
below 

 An “A” means that student has demonstrated thorough knowledge on most standards 
that have been assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 A “B” means that student has demonstrated competency on most standards that have 
been assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 A “C” means that student has demonstrated minimal competency on the standards that 
have been assessed and are required for the course. The student can continue to the 
next course but may need additional support. 

 An “F” means that student has met fewer than the minimal number of the standards 
required to earn credit in the course. The student will not receive credit for the course. 
The student is at significant risk of not successfully completing the next course in 
sequence or may not be promoted to the next course. 

 Pass/Fail Classes – A student must meet a minimal number of the standards to earn 
“Pass” in the course. 

 NC – Student has not completed enough work to determine a grade. 

Policies 

Academic Integrity - Academic integrity is essential to learning. Students are expected to 

complete their own work. Copying, plagiarizing, cheating or other methods of intentional 

deception are prohibited. Students will be asked to redo the assignment or another assignment 

to meet standard 

WAC – Weekly Academic Contact - State regulations require students in online programs to 

have weekly academic contact with each teacher. This occurs as students become actively 

engaged with the curriculum and online instruction, submitting assignments to make progress 
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in learning and successfully complete. Students have multiple opportunities and methods to 

achieve weekly academic contact and receive teacher assistance and feedback: email, instant 

chat, live online sessions, assignments, phone, and face-to-face meetings by appointment. 

MAP – Monthly Academic Progress - Students earn an academic progress mark each month 

based on their progress compared to their individual Learning Plan Contract, and course 

completion date. Students earn ON PACE (OP) or BEHIND PACE (BP).  BP marks involve 

communication with the parent/guardian, and an intervention to give the student additional 

opportunities to get back on pace toward successful course completion. Multiple probation 

reports may result in withdraw. 

E-mail and Software Agreement - Students agree to maintain electronic integrity and face 

disciplinary measures if they do not abide by their promise. 

Professional Decisions - Teachers reserve the right to make adjustments to the course content 

and expectations. 

Student Expectations 

 Complete all courses tests, including state required tests for graduation. 

 Attend weekly online sessions. 

 Attend class daily. Course attendance is submitting assignments, attending live 

instructional sessions, attending office hours with the teacher, being online working on 

assignments, emailing, texting or calling teacher with questions 

 Have the computer hardware and software necessary for the class work. 

 Communicate with the instructor in a clear, friendly, courteous manner. This includes 

signing communications with their full name and the name of the class they are in. 

 Communicate in Standard English. "e-english," the informal, lower-case, run-together 

communications used in chat rooms, is appropriate for the audiences and purposes of 

some e-mail. It is not appropriate for communicating with an instructor in class. 

 Turn in original work. Internet Academy teachers monitor for intentional deception 

through the use of an on-line subscription service and IA email archives. The 

consequences for intentional deception (copying, plagiarism, cheating, using someone 

else's work) may result in: redoing assignment, completing an alternative assignment, 

parent contact, and/or failing the course. 

 Do their very best work at all times. 

 Proceed at a steady pace toward finishing the class. 


