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Criminal Justice 

  
Course Code Grade Level High School 

Credit Value 
NCAA 

Approval
SS767O 09 - 12 .5   

Course Description
In today’s world, crime and deviant behavior rank at or near the top of many people’s 
concerns. In this course, we will study the field of Criminology – the study of crime. We will 
look at possible explanations for crime from the standpoint of psychological, biological, and 
sociological perspectives, explore the categories and social consequences of crime, and 
investigate how the criminal justice system handles not only criminals, but also their misdeeds. 
Why do some individuals commit crimes why others do not?  What aspects in our culture and 
society promote crime and deviance? Why are different punishments given for the same 
crime? What factors… from arrest to punishment… help shape the criminal case process? 

.5 semester credit -- may be used towards the Elective credits required. Please check with your 
district for more specific requirements. 

Prerequisites Course Length Course Time
None 17-18 Weeks 60 minutes a day or 5 hours a 

week  
Required Materials: Texts, readings, other materials 

Internet 
Washington State Testing Requirements

None 

 
Instructor Information

Instructor: Geri Lee 
Within Course:  Information found on the Units page of course. 
Email:  geri-lee@iacademy.org 
Phone:  253-945-5852 or 253-334-9599 (cel) 
Virtual Sessions:  Posted weekly on Units page 

 Expected Learning Outcomes: 

 The student will: 

 Learn what crime is and how it is related to deviance. 
 Look at some of the research methods that criminologists use to study crime. 
 Examine biological, modeling, self-control, chemical, hormonal and psychoanalytic theories of 

crime. 
 Understand the different legal categories of crimes. 
 Discuss the social conditions that factor into crimes.       
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 Discuss the costs of white-collar and corporate crimes. 
 Examine different types of corporate and organized crimes. 
 Discuss how the criminal justice system had its beginnings. 
 Examine the goals of the criminal justice system. 
 Look at how the juvenile criminal case process differs from the adult criminal case process. 
 Discuss the factors that influence law enforcement decisions. 
  Investigate the reasons for and against the death penalty and what research has shown about the 

death penalty. 
 Learn about the history of the corrections system. 
 Examine the cost of the correctional institutions to society. 
 Examine alternative sanctions, such as house arrest and community service. 
 Create a career flyer 
 Investigate a famous trial and create a summary of that trial. 
 Create a presentation about what a criminologist does. 
 Create a handout that explains either the Biological or Psychological Theories. 
 Write a summary about Racial Inequality in the American Criminal Justice system. 
 Write a law case study about an embezzlement case. 
 Research and summarize 6 articles about criminal cases. 
 Write a summary about the Supreme Court & justices. 
 Investigate and write about 3 prisons in Washington. 

Course Outline with Suggested Time Requirement 

Unit 1 The World of Criminology  1.5 weeks 

Standards Explain what criminology is and how it relates to other disciplines. 

  Examine and discuss crime statistic sources and the issues with each. 

Unit 2 
Biological and Psychological Theories of 
Crime 

1.5 weeks 

Standards Examine and discuss different theories of crimes. 

Standards 
Understand and apply the legal definitions of insanity and how 
psychological profiling is used to solve crimes. 

Unit 3 
Labeling, Conflict, Environmental & Radical 
Theories 

2 week 

Standards 
Understand and apply what is learned about social structure and social 
conditions and how they relate to crime. 

  Investigate how physical conditions affect crimes. 

Unit 4 Violent Crimes and Crimes Against Property 2 weeks 

Standards  Identify and explain crimes against persons and crimes against property. 

  Understand and explain the cost of crimes. 

Midterm Midterm  Test and Project 1 week 



 
Internet Academy Syllabi 

 

Unit 5 
White Collar, Corporate & Public Order 
Crimes 

2 week 

Standards 
Identify and explain the differences between occupational and corporate 
crimes. 

Unit 6 The Criminal Process 2 weeks 

Standards 
Understand and apply what you learned about the criminal justice 
system. 

  Identify and explain the various stages of the criminal case process. 

Unit 7 Enforcing the Law & The Nature of Courts 2 weeks 

Standards 
Understand and explain the U.S. court system, including state and federal 
courts. 

  Identify and explain what occurs in a typical criminal trial. 
Unit 8 Punishment & Corrections 2 weeks 

Standards 
Understand and explain the different facilities used to hold and 
incarcerate offenders. 

  Identify and explain probation and why it is used. 

Unit 9 Final Exam and Project 1 week 

 
Unit   Done Throughout all Units 1 semester 
Reading 

Standards  

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-
specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 9-10 texts and topics. 

  
9-10.RST.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words 
in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information 
expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

Unit   Leadership Points & Assignments  1 semester 

Writing 

Standards 

9-10.WHST.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

  

9-10.WHST.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

Assessment Methods 

 Assignments 
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 Quizzes 
 Exams 
 Projects 

Revision Policy:  Students are allowed to revise and resubmit work to meet standards 

Plagiarism: A student who plagiarizes when writing assignments will receive a 1 in the 
gradebook and be asked to revise the assignment in their own words. 

High School Credit Bearing Grading Scale 

Priority Standard scores are calculated using highest score at the assignment/assessment level to calculate 
a recommendation to the teacher who will then determine the priority standard grade. 

Summative 
Grade 

Priority Standard Grades 

A 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 3.50 and 
4.00 

B 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 3.00 and 
3.49 

C 
The average of all the priority standards assessed is between 2.30 and 
2.99 

F The average of all the priority standards assessed is 2.29 and below 

 An “A” means that student has demonstrated thorough knowledge on most standards that have 
been assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 An “B” means that student has demonstrated competency on most standards that have been 
assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 An “C” means that student has demonstrated minimal competency on the standards that have 
been assessed and are required for the course. The student can continue to the next course but 
may need additional support. 

 An “F” means that student has met fewer than the minimal number of the standards required to 
earn credit in the course. The student will not receive credit for the course. The student is at 
significant risk of not successfully completing the next course in sequence or may not be 
promoted to the next course. 

 Pass/Fail Classes – A student must meet a minimal number of the standards in order to earn 
“Pass” in the course. 

 NC – Student has not completed enough work to determine a grade. 

Policies 
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Academic Integrity - Academic integrity is essential to learning. Students are expected to complete their 
own work. Copying, plagiarizing, cheating or other methods of intentional deception are prohibited. 
Students will be asked to redo the assignment or another assignment to meet standard 
WAC – Weekly Academic Contact - State regulations require students in online programs to have weekly 
academic contact with each teacher. This occurs as students become actively engaged with the curriculum 
and online instruction, submitting assignments to make progress in learning and successfully complete. 
Students have multiple opportunities and methods to achieve weekly academic contact and receive 
teacher assistance and feedback: email, instant chat, live online sessions, assignments, phone, and face-to-
face meetings by appointment. 

MAP – Monthly Academic Progress - Students earn an academic progress mark each month based on 
their progress compared to their individual Learning Plan Contract, and course completion date. Students 
earn Academic Excellence (AE), Academic Minimum (AM), or Academic Probation (AP). AP marks 
involve communication with the parent/guardian, and an intervention to give the student additional 
opportunities to get back on pace toward successful course completion. Multiple probation reports may 
result in withdraw. 

E-mail and Software Agreement - Students agree to maintain electronic integrity and face disciplinary 
measures if they do not abide by their promise. 

Professional Decisions - Teachers reserve the right to make adjustments to the course content and 
expectations. 

 

Student Expectations 

 Complete all courses tests, including state required tests for graduation. 

 Attend weekly online sessions. 

 Attend class daily. Course attendance is submitting assignments, attending live 
instructional sessions, attending office hours with the teacher, being online working on 
assignments, emailing, texting or calling teacher with questions 

 Have the computer hardware and software necessary for the class work. 

 Communicate with the instructor in a clear, friendly, courteous manner. This 
includes signing communications with their full name and the name of the class they are 
in. 

 Communicate in Standard English. "e-english," the informal, lower-case, run-together 
communications used in chat rooms, is appropriate for the audiences and purposes of 
some e-mail. It is not appropriate for communicating with an instructor in class. 

 Turn in original work. Internet Academy teachers monitor for intentional deception 
through the use of an on-line subscription service and IA email archives. The 
consequences for intentional deception (copying, plagiarism, cheating, using someone 
else's work) may result in: redoing assignment, completing an alternative assignment, 
parent contact, and/or failing the course. 
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 Do their very best work at all times. 

 Proceed at a steady pace toward finishing the class. 

 


