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English Language Arts Grade 6.1 (17 - 18) 

Course Code Grade Level 

  

High School 
Credit Value 

NCAA Approval 

LA161O 6th N/A N/A 

Course Description 

Sixth grade students learn through rigorous and interesting textual analysis of literature, 
drama, speeches, informational text, poetry and other text to develop an understanding of 
other perspectives and cultures. The lessons at this level have been written and 
organized to meet and exceed state requirements and the Common Core Standards. 
Lessons are delivered in a variety of ways to meet individual learning styles. 

Prerequisites Course Length Course Time 

None 17-18 Weeks 60 minutes/day or 5 hours per week 

Required Materials: Texts, readings, other materials 

Working computer and Internet access 
Headset with microphone for online class sessions 

Suggested Materials: 

 3-ring binder with subject dividers or separate pocket folders 

Washington State Testing Requirements 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 

  

Instructor Information 

Within Course: rbrown@fwps.org 

Email:rbrown@fwps.org 

Phone: 253.329.0979 

Virtual Sessions: Posted within the course 
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Expected Learning Outcomes: 

The student will . . . 

 Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections. 

 Apply Reading Strategies to improve understanding and fluency. 

 Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning. 

 Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and structure. 

 Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences. 

 Listen effectively in formal and informal situations. 

 Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience. 

 Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve 

problems, and communicate ideas. 

 Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources. 

 Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats. 

  

Course Outline with Suggested Time Requirement 

  

Unit 1 

  

My Brooklyn Grandmother 
3 weeks (Calendar Weeks 1-3) 

  

Standards 

6.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

6.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

6.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

  

Unit 2 

  

Discovering Ancient Culture 
2 weeks (Calendar Weeks 4-5) 

  

Standards 

6.RL.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and 
poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 
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6.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 

6.RI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

6.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

6.W.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

  

Unit 3 

  

Far North 
3 weeks (Calendar Weeks 7-8) 

  

Standards 

6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

6.RL.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and 
poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

6.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

6.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

  

Unit 4 

  

What Really Happened? 
2 weeks (Calendar Weeks 9-10) 

  

Standards 

6.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

6.RL.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution. 

6.RI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

6.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

  

Unit 5 

  

Growing Up 
2 weeks (Calendar Weeks 11-12) 
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Standards 

6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

6.RL.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution. 

6.W.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

6.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

6.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. 

  

Unit 6 

  

Growing Up in Coal Country 
3 weeks (Calendar Weeks 13-15) 

  

Standards 

6.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

6.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

6.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

6.W.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including Grade 6.). 

6.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

  

Unit 7 

  

Give it All You Got! 
3 weeks (Calendar Weeks 16-18) 

  

Standards 

6.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
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6.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

6.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as 
well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

Assessment methods 

  

There are two lesson parts to this course: 

1. Lessons in the Odyssey program (The Learning Odyssey) 
2. Assignments in iA found in the modules section 

One or two iA assignments will be completed each week. In Odyssey, students should 
complete between 1-3 learning activities or lessons every day. This will result in at least 1-3 
quizzes being done per week which will keep the student on track for completion of this 
course. 

  

Assignments can be revised to earn a better score. Number of revisions per assignment is 

stated within the course. 

  

Criteria for grade determination 

  

Elementary Grade Calculation 

For each marking period, elementary classes report scores for the Priority Standards using a 
scale of 1, 2, 3, or 4. A highest score model calculates a recommendation and the teacher 
then determines the final priority standard score. 

Score Academic Performance 

4 
Student consistently demonstrates an in-depth understanding of concepts, 
skills, and processes. 
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3 
Student frequently demonstrates an in-depth understanding of concepts, skills, 
and processes. 

2 
Student occasionally demonstrates an in-depth understanding of concepts, 
skills, and processes. 

1 
Student rarely demonstrates an in-depth understanding of concepts, skills, and 
processes. 

  

Policies 

Academic Integrity - Academic integrity is essential to learning. Students are expected to 

complete their own work. Copying, plagiarizing, cheating or other methods of intentional 

deception are prohibited. 

WAC – Weekly Academic Contact - State regulations require students in online programs to 

have weekly academic contact with each teacher. This occurs as students become actively 

engaged with the curriculum and online instruction, submitting assignments to make progress 

in learning and successfully complete courses. Students have multiple opportunities and 

methods to achieve weekly academic contact and receive teacher assistance and feedback: 

email, instant chat, live online sessions, assignments, phone, and face-to-face meetings by 

appointment. 

MAP – Monthly Academic Progress - Students earn an academic progress mark each 

month based on their progress compared to their individual Learning Plan Contract, and 

course completion date. Students earn On Pace (OP) or Behind Pace (BP). BP marks involve 

communication with the parent/guardian, and an intervention to give the student additional 

opportunities to get back on pace toward successful course completion. Multiple “Behind 

Pace” reports may result in withdraw. 

E-mail and Software Agreement - Students agree to maintain electronic integrity and face 

disciplinary measures if they do not abide by their promise. 

Professional Decisions - Teachers reserve the right to make adjustments to the course 

content and expectations. 
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Complete all courses tests, including state required tests for graduation. 

  

Attend weekly online sessions. 

  

Attend class daily. Course attendance is submitting assignments, attending live instructional 

sessions, attending office hours with the teacher, being online working on assignments, 

emailing, texting or calling teacher with questions. 

  

Have the computer hardware and software necessary for the class work. 

Communicate with the instructor in a clear, friendly, courteous manner. This includes 

signing communications with their full name and the name of the class they are in. 

Communicate in Standard English. "e-english," the informal, lower-case, run-together 

communications used in chat rooms, is appropriate for the audiences and purposes of some 

e-mail. It is not appropriate for communicating with an instructor in class. 

Turn in original work. Internet Academy teachers monitor for intentional deception through 

the use of an on-line subscription service and IA email archives. The consequences for 

intentional deception (copying, plagiarism, cheating, using someone else's work) may result 

in: no credit for the assignment, parent contact, and/or failing the course. 

Do their very best work at all times. 

Proceed at a steady pace toward finishing the class 


