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Current	World	Problems	1	

Course	Code	 Grade	Level	 High	School	
Credit	Value	

NCAA	
Approval	

SS481O	 12	 .5	Social	
Studies/.5	

ELA	

Yes	

Course	Description	
Social Problems I: A World in Crisis-Student will learn more about the challenges facing societies 
and the relationships between societies, governments and individuals in these areas. Each unit will 
focus on a particular area of social concern, often with a global view, and examine possible solutions 
at both a structural and individual level. 

	
Prerequisites	 Course	Length	 Course	Time	

	 21	Weeks	 60	Minutes/Day		or		
5	hours	per	week	

Required	Materials:	Texts,	readings,	other	materials	
Provided	within	course	

Washington	State	Testing	Requirements	
	
	

Instructor	Information	
Within	Course:	Heather	Chambers	
Email:	hchamber@fwps.org	
Phone:		
Virtual	Sessions:	Once	a	week	lesson	sessions	and	by	request	
	

Expected	Learning	Outcomes:	

PS	1	Analyzes	and	evaluates	the	ways	in	which	the	U.S.	Constitution	and	other	fundamental	
documents	promote	key	ideals	and	principles.		

PS	2	Understands	the	purposes,	organization,	and	function	of	governments,	laws,	and	political	
systems.		

PS	3	Evaluates	the	impact	of	international	agreements	on	contemporary	world	issues.		

PS	4	Understands	civic	involvement.		
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PS	5	Analyzes	and	evaluates	ways	of	influencing	national	governments	and	international	
organizations	to	establish	or	preserve	individual	rights	and/or	promote	the	common	good.		

PS	6	Analyzes	and	evaluates	how	individuals	affect	and	are	affected	by	the	distribution	of	
resources	and	sustainability.		

PS	7	Analyzes	how	the	geography	of	globalization	affects	local	diversity.		

PS	8	Analyzes	the	motives	and	interests	behind	an	interpretation	of	a	recent	local,	state,	
national	or	international	event.		

PS	9	Analyzes	the	short-term	and	long-term	implications	of	decisions	affecting	the	global	
community.		

	

Unit 1: Analyzing Social Problems 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Understand social problems and what elements are commonly found in social problems. 

* Review the different stages of a social problem. 

* Discuss some of the issues in studying social problems. 

* Examine the two types of social problems. 

* Discuss two approaches to social problems. 

Unit 2: Mass Media 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Understand what makes up the mass media. 

* Discuss how the media affect what is seen as a social problem. 

* Learn how gatekeeping, agenda setting, and framing affect the perceptions of social 
problems. 

* Examine how the media was used in the Rwandan genocide. 

* Investigate claims that the media are connected to social problems like violence and 
racism. 

Unit 3: Poverty 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 
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* Understand the different ways of defining poverty and deprivation. 

* Understand the extent of poverty in North America and around the world. 

* Examine the possible causes of poverty. 

* Investigate the costs of poverty for individuals and society. 

* Discuss potential ways to decrease poverty. 

Unit 4: Education 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Understand some of the social problems affecting the educational system. 

* Discuss the benefits of desegregation and the issues in implementing desegregation. 

* Understand what tracking is and the effects that this practice can have. 

* Examine school violence and some of the solutions that have been suggested. 

* Investigate some of the solutions that have been suggested for educational problems. 

Unit 5: Health Care 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Understand the global AIDS epidemic and the patterns of transmission. 

* Discuss the abortion and euthanasia controversies. 

* Investigate how health is related to economics. 

* Examine some of the problems in the United States health care system. 

* Discuss how health care might become more equal throughout society. 

Unit 6: Crime 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Review the different types of crime in society. 

* Discuss the history of crime and how urbanization affects crime rates. 

* Investigate theories on why individuals commit crimes. 

* Understand how social issues like poverty influence crime rates. 

* Think about how to decrease crime rates in society. 
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Unit 7: Population & the Environmental Crisis 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Examine the effects that overpopulation has on individuals and society. 

* Investigate how many people the earth can support and feed. 

* Discuss different ways to reduce population growth globally. 

* Learn how cultural values and practices influence environmental problems. 

* Discuss the social consequences of environmental issues. 

Unit 8: War and Terrorism 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

* Examine various theories on what causes war. 

* Understand the costs of war for individuals, societies, and countries. 

* Discuss how the arms race began and what form it currently takes. 

* Investigate some of the different types of terrorism. 

* Look at the weapons that terrorists might use and what effects they might have on 
individuals and society. 

 

Reading	Assignment	

The reading assignment will allow a lot of choice and flexibility, both in the book you 
choose and the way you choose to share your learning. However, with choice comes 
responsibility; you are largely responsible for managing your time when it comes to 
finishing the book. I HIGHLY recommend taking notes as you read, because you will 
need to keep track of quotes and vocabulary words. If you'd rather not take notes 
physically, some skinny post-it notes are a great way to mark important pages. If you 
have your own copy, you can even mark the page, and highlight your quotes/words for 
later use.  

 You will have the entire semester to read your book, and complete the assignment. 
The assignment is "due" at the end of the semester, but the module will remain 
unlocked all semester, so you are welcome to complete it at any time. 	

 

 

Assessment	methods	
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The course work as stated in this syllabus and the Learning Plan contract will remain the same throughout the 
semester. The teacher, however, will have the right to modify the Learning Plan contract as needed for further 
individualized instruction to meet the needs of the students. No changes will be made without full notification 
of all students impacted by a change to the Learning Plan contract. 

Grades are based on successful completion of all assignments in your Learning Plan. Be sure to check the 
Gradebook weekly to see how you're progressing. The grading scale is listed below. 

Each	assignment	may	be	revised/resubmitted	in	order	to	earn	additional	points	and	meet	standards. 

Revision Policy: Students have the opportunity to revise work until learning standards are met at a minimum 
70% level.  

Assignments are to be submitted, electronically, through the assessment boxes located after each lesson within 
the course. Assignments such as graphs, charts, and maps can be sent as attachments if the formatting does 
not allow them to be pasted into an e-mail. If you are not sure whether your teacher will be able to open an 
attachment, send an email and ask. Assignments that cannot be sent electronically may be mailed to or 
dropped off at the Internet Academy. E-mail your teacher to let them know that you have sent or dropped off 
work at IA. 

Work that needs to be mailed can be sent to: 

Your Teacher's Name 
Internet Academy 
31455 28th Avenue S. 
Federal Way, WA 98003 

 

	

Criteria	for	grade	determination	

High	School	Credit	Bearing	Grading	Scale	

Priority	Standard	scores	are	calculated	using	highest	score	at	the	assignment/assessment	
level	to	calculate	a	recommendation	to	the	teacher	who	will	then	determine	the	priority	
standard	grade.	

Summative	
Grade	 Priority	Standard	Grades	

A	 The	average	of	all	the	priority	standards	assessed	is	between	3.50	
and	4.00	

B	 The	average	of	all	the	priority	standards	assessed	is	between	3.00	
and	3.49	
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C	 The	average	of	all	the	priority	standards	assessed	is	between	2.30	
and	2.99	

F	 The	average	of	all	the	priority	standards	assessed	is	2.29	and	
below	

• An	“A”	means	that	student	has	demonstrated	thorough	knowledge	on	most	standards	
that	have	been	assessed	and	are	required	to	earn	credit	in	the	course.	

• An	“B”	means	that	student	has	demonstrated	competency	on	most	standards	that	have	
been	assessed	and	are	required	to	earn	credit	in	the	course.	

• An	“C”	means	that	student	has	demonstrated	minimal	competency	on	the	standards	
that	have	been	assessed	and	are	required	for	the	course.	The	student	can	continue	to	
the	next	course	but	may	need	additional	support.	

• An	“F”	means	that	student	has	met	fewer	than	the	minimal	number	of	the	standards	
required	to	earn	credit	in	the	course.	The	student	will	not	receive	credit	for	the	course.	
The	student	is	at	significant	risk	of	not	successfully	completing	the	next	course	in	
sequence	or	may	not	be	promoted	to	the	next	course.	

• Pass/Fail	Classes	–	A	student	must	meet	a	minimal	number	of	the	standards	in	order	to	
earn	“Pass”	in	the	course.	

• NC	–	Student	has	not	completed	enough	work	to	determine	a	grade.	

	

	

Policies	

Academic	Integrity	-	Academic	integrity	is	essential	to	learning.	Students	are	expected	to	
complete	their	own	work.	Copying,	plagiarizing,	cheating	or	other	methods	of	intentional	
deception	are	prohibited.	Students	will	be	asked	to	redo	the	assignment	or	another	assignment	
to	meet	standard	

WAC	–	Weekly	Academic	Contact	-	State	regulations	require	students	in	online	programs	to	
have	weekly	academic	contact	with	each	teacher.	This	occurs	as	students	become	actively	
engaged	with	the	curriculum	and	online	instruction,	submitting	assignments	to	make	progress	
in	learning	and	successfully	complete.	Students	have	multiple	opportunities	and	methods	to	
achieve	weekly	academic	contact	and	receive	teacher	assistance	and	feedback:	email,	instant	
chat,	live	online	sessions,	assignments,	phone,	and	face-to-face	meetings	by	appointment.	

MAP – Monthly Academic Progress Monthly Academy Progress (MAP): Students earn 
an academic progress mark each month: On Pace (OP) or Behind Pace (BP) based on 
their progress with their learning plan contract (LPC).    
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The student will receive OP if the student has completed all assignments required 
by their Learning Plan Contract by the MAP date. Students can use their Learning 
Plan Contract or pacing guide in Genius to determine the necessary assignments for 
each month's MAP. 

The student will receive BP for the month if the student has not completed all 
assignments required by the Learning Plan Contract. If a student is Behind Pace, 
he/she will receive an intervention plan. The intervention plan is designed to get 
students On Pace and will be emailed to the student and parent.  

Students are required to confirm receipt of their MAP email, no matter which 
mark they receive. 

If a student receives an BP three months in a row, they are at risk of 
being withdrawn from the class.  

	

E-mail	and	Software	Agreement	-	Students	agree	to	maintain	electronic	integrity	and	face	
disciplinary	measures	if	they	do	not	abide	by	their	promise.	

Professional	Decisions	-	Teachers	reserve	the	right	to	make	adjustments	to	the	course	content	
and	expectations.	

Student	Expectations	

• Complete	all	courses	tests,	including	state	required	tests	for	graduation.	
• Attend	weekly	online	sessions.	
• Attend	class	daily.	Course	attendance	is	submitting	assignments,	attending	live	

instructional	sessions,	attending	office	hours	with	the	teacher,	being	online	working	on	
assignments,	emailing,	texting	or	calling	teacher	with	questions	

• Have	the	computer	hardware	and	software	necessary	for	the	class	work.	
• Communicate	with	the	instructor	in	a	clear,	friendly,	courteous	manner.	This	includes	

signing	communications	with	their	full	name	and	the	name	of	the	class	they	are	in.	
• Communicate	in	Standard	English.	"e-english,"	the	informal,	lower-case,	run-together	

communications	used	in	chat	rooms,	is	appropriate	for	the	audiences	and	purposes	of	
some	e-mail.	It	is	not	appropriate	for	communicating	with	an	instructor	in	class.	

• Turn	in	original	work.	Internet	Academy	teachers	monitor	for	intentional	deception	
through	the	use	of	an	on-line	subscription	service	and	IA	email	archives.	The	
consequences	for	intentional	deception	(copying,	plagiarism,	cheating,	using	someone	
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else's	work)	may	result	in:	redoing	assignment,	completing	an	alternative	assignment,	
parent	contact,	and/or	failing	the	course.	

• Do	their	very	best	work	at	all	times.	
• Proceed	at	a	steady	pace	toward	finishing	the	class.	


