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Creative Writing LA464O-Summer Session 

Course Code Grade Level High School 
Credit Value 

NCAA 
Approval 

LA464O 12 .5 yes 
Course Description  

Creative Writing is the writing of narrative short stories, personal essays, and poetry based on 
life's experiences. The idea behind this class is that one's life experiences are worthy of writing 
about and that sticking to what one knows -- and wrestling with the truth of it -- leads to 
fluidity, authenticity, clarity, and a smooth conversational style. We write narratives for the 
first half of class, using readings to provide strong examples. The second half of the class 
studies and writes poetry. 
This class is intended for students with junior or senior standing. 

This course helps meet the state minimum requirements of English 3.0 credits. Please check 
with your district for more specific requirements. 

 

 

Prerequisites Course Length and Time   

N/A  6 weeks, 2-3 hours per day 
 

 

Required Materials: Texts, readings, other materials  

All materials are included in the course website.   

Washington State Testing Requirements  

N/A  

 

Instructor Information 
Instructor:  Heather Chambers 
Within Course: See Week 1 Module Contact Information  
Email: hchamber@fwps.org 
Phone/Text: Remind app (class code will be provided) 
Virtual Sessions: Posted within the course 
 



 

 

 

 

Course Outline with Suggested Time Requirement 

The course consists of four units, each requiring one week to complete. Each unit will have two 
writing assignments and a set of lab questions. UNit Descriptions below: 

Unit 1: Pre-Writing Strategies 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

1. Effectively stimulate your creativity by using established methods such as 

freewriting, brainstorming, translitics, and writers' journals. 

2. Demonstrate awareness of the characteristics of a poem, short story, novel, play or 

screenplay, novel, and creative nonfiction. 

3. Begin to understand the creative process and how it is often spontaneous and not 

logically considered. 

4. Explain why a poem or short story achieves the effects it does through specific word 

choice. 

5. Create a piece of writing that is not just factual but also expresses your own personal 

feelings on a subject. 

Unit 2: Building a Story 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

1. Explain the difference between stereotypes and archetypes, as well as how to avoid 

the use of stereotypes while using archetypes as the basis for characters. 
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2. Explain how to create characters that are consistent and believable. 

3. Explain how to fit a character into a plot, as well as how to allow that character to 

inform plot. 

4. Describe the seven basic plot types and explain how to use unique versions of these 

in your own writing. 

5. Explain the importance of setting, as well as how to narrow the setting down to its 

most important features. 

6. Unit 3: Constructing a Poem 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

1. Read poetry closely and interpret the poet's intentions. 

2. Define imagery and demonstrate an understanding of the effect it creates in a poem. 

3. Utilize images in your own creative writing. 

4. Define personification and demonstrate an understanding of the effect it creates in a 

poem. 

5. Define simile and metaphor and explain the difference between the two. 

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the different effects created by simile and 

metaphor. 

7. Create your own simple and effective similes and metaphors. 

 

Explain the importance of point of view. 



 

 

Unit 4: Blurring the Boundaries 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 

1. Recognize and notate the rhyming scheme of a poem. 

2. Recognize when a poem has and does not have a specific rhyming scheme. 

3. Recognize some of the different types of rhyme including perfect rhyme and 

alliteration. 

4. Explain why a writer chooses to repeat certain sounds or words. 

5. Explain how rhythm is created and how to notate the rhythm of a poem. 

6. Use both rhythm and rhyme to create your own desired effects. 

7. Demonstrate the use of poetic techniques in prose writing, and narrative techniques 

in poetry. 

 

FWPS Priority Standards Addressed: 

11th-12th-Grade Priority Standards.pdf 

 

Assessment methods 

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways; short answer, multiple choice, and essay questions. Students will also 
complete an end of semester project that could include but is not limited to creating a video or PowerPoint on their topic 
of choice, creating political advertisements and campaign material, and volunteering for a political organization and 
writing/blogging/recording their experiences. 

Class Revision Policy: Students can retake an assignment and assessment as many times as needed to demonstrate 
mastery of the content and standard. If a student plagiarizes, a single revision will be allowed. If the second attempt is 

plagiarized they will not be able to complete that assignment for a 3rd time and will score a zero for that assignment. 

https://fwps-iacampus.instructure.com/courses/2367/files/776421/download?wrap=1
https://fwps-iacampus.instructure.com/courses/2367/files/776421/download?wrap=1
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Criteria for grade determination 

High School Credit Bearing Grading Scale 

Priority Standard scores are calculated using highest score at the assignment/assessment 
level to calculate a recommendation to the teacher who will then determine the priority 
standard grade. 

Summati
ve Grade Priority Standard Grades 

A The average of all the priority standards assessed is 
between 3.50 and 4.00 

B The average of all the priority standards assessed is 
between 3.00 and 3.49 

C The average of all the priority standards assessed is 
between 2.30 and 2.99 

AUD 
An grade of AUDIT means the students did not meet 
standards, or did not complete enough work to be 
awarded credit. 

 An “A” means that student has demonstrated thorough knowledge on most 
standards that have been assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 An “B” means that student has demonstrated competency on most standards 
that have been assessed and are required to earn credit in the course. 

 An “C” means that student has demonstrated minimal competency on the 
standards that have been assessed and are required for the course. The student 
can continue to the next course but may need additional support. 

 A “AUD” grade means that the student did not meet standards, or did not 
complete enough work to be awarded credit. 

Policies 
Academic Integrity - Academic integrity is essential to learning. Students are expected to 
complete their own work. Copying, plagiarizing, cheating or other methods of intentional 
deception are prohibited. Students will be asked to redo the assignment or another assignment 
to meet standard 
E-mail and Software Agreement - Students agree to maintain electronic integrity and face 
disciplinary measures if they do not abide by their promise. 
Professional Decisions - Teachers reserve the right to make adjustments to the course content 
and expectations. 



 

 

 
Student Expectations 

 Complete all courses tests, including state required tests for graduation. 
 Attend weekly online sessions when scheduled. 
 Attend class daily. Course attendance is submitting assignments, attending live 

instructional sessions, attending office hours with the teacher, being online 
working on assignments, emailing, texting or calling teacher with questions 

 Have the computer hardware and software necessary for the class work. 
 Communicate with the instructor in a clear, friendly, courteous manner. This 

includes signing communications with their full name and the name of the class 
they are in. 

 Communicate in Standard English. "e-english," the informal, lower-case, run-
together communications used in chat rooms, is appropriate for the audiences 
and purposes of some e-mail. It is not appropriate for communicating with an 
instructor in class. 

 Turn in original work. Internet Academy teachers monitor for intentional 
deception through the use of an on-line subscription service and IA email 
archives. The consequences for intentional deception (copying, plagiarism, 
cheating, using someone else's work) may result in: redoing assignment, 
completing an alternative assignment, parent contact, and/or failing the course. 

 Do their very best work at all times. 
 Proceed at a steady pace toward finishing the course. 

 
 


